LEADING THE OPPOSITION                 198
It concerned what might seem an insignificant affair, the sale
at auction of certain enemy properties in Nigeria. When the
enemy owners were at last brought to liquidation, the Colonial
Office proposed to allow neutrals to bid; Carson and his friends,
having information that the neutral covered the enemy, moved
that the sales be confined to British " natural-born subjects or
companies wholly British." The debate, although it was opened
by Mr. Leslie Scott and engaged many speakers, resolved itself
into a duel between Carson and his old friend Bonar Law,
Secretary of State for the Colonies. Carson took the issue out
of its local bearings. It was a question of general policy. What
was to be done with the fruits of the war, " scanty enough up
to this ? " Were they to go to the British who had paid the cost,
or to strangers, or, through neutrals, back to Germany ? British
merchants paid the heavy cost of Income Tax and Excess
Profits Tax; " but you intend to hand over these properties to
those who will pay neither. . . . The money is to be held over
and accumulated for the Germans until the end of the war. I
hope we have not heard the last word on this matter."
They were dealing with the soil of the Empire which was their
pride and glory to develop; let them lay down the broad principle
once for all and let the country and the whole Empire know:
" Are you fighting to hand your properties over to neutrals or
are you fighting to hand them over to your own subjects ? "
And he touched upon a point very tender with the Government:
" Do you know the state of tension in the country at the present
moment as regards enemy influence, enemy properties, aye, and
enemy interference in this country ? "
The Government had pleaded that they could not trust the
British merchants to be fair to the interests of the natives, if
they were given a monopoly. If they could not trust these
" condemned British merchants," let them put their own
representatives on the company, let them have a Board ;
Control. " You can trust Jurgen, the Dutchman, with margai
factories throughout Germany *'; but not the British merchant 1
There is evidence that Mr. Bonar Law found it extremely
embarrassing to reply to this attack. He also was a Mercantilist^
he also had fought for the British against the German com-
merce; if his party were in revolt it was for the principles which
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